Copper on intrauterine devices stimulates leukocyte exudation.
Metallic copper in the uterine or abdominal cavities of rats or monkeys stimulates an impressive local exudation of polymorphonuclear leukocytes. This cellular response to copper persists for at least 7 months, without significant local tissue damage or detectable systemic effects on the test animal. This finding provides a possible explanation for the capacity of copper to increase impressively the antifertility effect of polyethylene intrauterine contraceptive devices.